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Doctor of Philosophy in Law Program 
Course Descriptions 

Brief Course Descriptions 
 
Course Title and No.
  

No. 

General Content: This course includes the study of different legal 
systems such as the Latin legal system and the Anglo-Saxon legal 
system, with comparative analysis between them. It also covers 
various comparative methods such as juxtaposition, functional 
comparison, and analytical approaches. In addition, it addresses 
general rules in public or private law related to the chosen Subject-
Specific Content. 
Subject-Specific Content: The course requires selecting a 
specialized topic in public or private law, such as civil law, 
commercial law, civil procedure law, private international law, 
criminal law, public international law, administrative law, or 
constitutional law, and comparing it with selected Arab or foreign 
legal systems, as determined by the instructor. 
 

Studies in 
Comparative Law 

 )0300701 (  
 

1 

General Content: This course studies concepts related to artificial 
intelligence in the legal field, particularly those connected to the 
chosen Subject-Specific Content. 
Subject-Specific Content: It includes in-depth research on 
specialized topics in the field of AI legal applications, such as the use 
of AI in criminal proceedings at all stages, criminal liability for AI 
use, applications of AI in legal research and contract analysis, 
predictive analytics and automated document generation, automated 
legal consultations and case management, AI-assisted legal review, 
support in judicial procedures, detection of cyber threats and 
protection of legal data, as well as smart contracts and AI-assisted 
legal drafting . 

Applications of 
Artificial 

Intelligence in the 
Legal Field 

)0300702 (  
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General Content: This course provides doctoral students with an 
advanced and critical study of maritime law, combining a broad 
understanding of the general framework with in-depth exploration of 
specialized topics. It is designed to strengthen students’ ability to 
analyze maritime legal issues, evaluate international conventions and 
domestic legislation, and contribute original research to the field of 
maritime law and practice. 
Subject-Specific Content: This involves an advanced, specialized 
study of a chosen topic in maritime law, such as maritime collision 
law (liability, apportionment of damages, and international 
conventions). Topics covered may include : 

 •The concept and legal definition of maritime collision   

Legal Studies in 
English 

)0300703 (  
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 •Rules of fault, negligence, and burden of proof     
•Liability allocation, contributory negligence, and limitation of 
liability   

 •Relevant international conventions and case law . 
General Content: The course addresses the nature, importance, and 
types of legal drafting and writing, in addition to related topics such 
as contracts (definition, classification, elements, effects, and 
termination). 
Subject-Specific Content: It involves in-depth study of specialized 
topics in legal drafting, including legislative and regulatory drafting, 
legal memoranda, judicial decisions, and contracts. 

Principles of 
Legal Drafting 
and Writing  

)0300704 (  
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General Content: This course explores key topics such as the 
definition of legislation, elements of legal rules, fundamentals of 
legislative drafting, the concept of interpretation, its types, schools, 
and reasons . 
Subject-Specific Content: Focuses on a set of fundamental 
principles and methods of legal interpretation. 

Principles of 
Legislative 

Interpretation 
)0300705 (  
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The course has two parts: theoretical and advanced applied . 
The theoretical part focuses on contemporary legal research 
methodologies, critical analysis of advanced approaches, and the 
philosophy underlying research methods. It also addresses 
epistemological and ethical foundations of legal research, as well as 
contemporary debates on knowledge production and interdisciplinary 
overlaps with social sciences and humanities . 
The advanced applied part trains students to design an original 
research project contributing to legal scholarship. It includes 
identifying research problems, formulating innovative questions and 
hypotheses, choosing appropriate methodologies, and developing a 
comprehensive research plan. Students also practice critical analysis 
of sources, use of global legal databases, applying qualitative and 
quantitative tools, and producing scientifically valuable results. 
Practical application continues through student project presentations, 
discussions, and training in academic writing for peer-reviewed 
journals. 

Comparative 
Legal Research  

)0300706 (  
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General Content: This course covers general principles in civil 
transactions law, such as civil liability and its types and pillar. 
Subject-Specific Content: In-depth study of specialized topics such 
as medical civil liability, liability for harm caused by AI, vicarious 
liability, exemption clauses, time-sharing contracts, off-plan sales, 
insurable interest in contracts, compensation for moral damage, 
liability for damages from space exploitation, damages for harm 
caused by self-driving cars, and applications of strict liability . 

Civil Transactions 
Law 

 )0301701 (  
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General Content: The course explores topics related to commercial 
law and relevant legislation such as commercial contracts, banking 
operations, commercial establishments, negotiable instruments, 
commercial companies, and related areas. 

Commercial Law  
)0301702 (  
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Subject-Specific Content: In-depth study of advanced topics such 
as corporate acquisitions, mergers, restructuring and insolvency, 
corporate governance, electronic banking operations, maritime 
transport contracts, agency law, financial leasing, virtual assets, and 
other contemporary issues. These are analyzed under UAE law in 
comparison with other legal systems. 
General Content: This course studies general principles of civil 
procedures related to the chosen specialized topic . 
Subject-Specific Content: In-depth study of specialized issues such 
as single-session courts, single-degree courts, reversal of Court of 
Cassation decisions, specialized courts in UAE law, expert evidence, 
remote communication in civil procedures (e-litigation), AI in 
litigation, suspension of judicial decisions, and precautionary 
attachment procedures . 

Civil Procedure 
Law 

 )0301703 (  
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General Content: Covers general principles in private international 
law relevant to the chosen Subject-Specific Content. 
Subject-Specific Content: In-depth study of specialized topics such 
as conflict of laws, applicable law, international trends, international 
jurisdiction of courts, enforcement of foreign judgments and arbitral 
awards, related international conventions, the legal status of 
foreigners, domicile, nationality law, and related issues. 

Private 
International Law 

(0301704) 
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General Content: This course explores general rules of alternative 
dispute resolution (ADR), including causes such as slow litigation, 
ineffective enforcement, and the general features and types of ADR. 
Subject-Specific Content: In-depth study of specialized topics such 
as conciliation, judicial mediation, contractual mediation, procedural 
aspects of arbitration, arbitration agreements, enforcement of 
domestic and foreign arbitral awards, and the role of parties in 
resolving contractual disputes. 

Alternative 
Dispute 

Resolution 
(0301705) 
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General Content: Covers general principles of intellectual property 
law relevant to the chosen Subject-Specific Content. 
Subject-Specific Content: In-depth study of specialized topics such 
as the role of IP in investment protection, public interest, innovation, 
consumer protection, IP in the digital era, sustainable development, 
IP dispute resolution, collective management of copyright, trademark 
management, and IP & artificial intelligence. 

Intellectual 
Property Law 

(0301706) 
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General Content: Covers general principles in constitutional law 
relevant to the chosen Subject-Specific Content. 
Subject-Specific Content: Analytical and comparative study of 
specialized topics such as constitutional interpretation, constitutional 
governance, constitutional claims, legislative-executive oversight, 
supremacy of the constitution, digital democracy, electoral systems, 
and constitutional authorities. 

Constitutional 
Law  

(0302701) 
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General Content: Covers general principles in administrative law 
relevant to the chosen Subject-Specific Content. 

Administrative 
Law  

(0302702) 
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Subject-Specific Content: Analytical and comparative study of 
specialized topics such as electronic administrative contracts, e-
administrative decisions, evidence before administrative courts, 
administrative litigation, e-public services, public domain, and public 
office. 
General Content: Covers general principles in criminal law and 
penalties relevant to the chosen Subject-Specific Content. 
Subject-Specific Content: In-depth study of specialized topics in 
UAE criminal law such as deportation as a restrictive penal measure. 

Criminal Law 
(0302703) 
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General Content: Covers general principles in public international 
law relevant to the chosen Subject-Specific Content. 
Subject-Specific Content: In-depth study of specialized topics such 
as: international refugee protection, protection of submarine cables 
and pipelines under UNCLOS, applicability of IHL to cyberattacks, 
the role of the ICC Prosecutor, humanitarian intervention and 
Responsibility to Protect (R2P), international law on counter-
terrorism and its financing, and protection of human rights during 
emergencies and armed conflicts. 

Public 
International Law 

(0302704) 
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General Content: Covers general principles in public finance and 
tax legislation relevant to the chosen Subject-Specific Content. 
Subject-Specific Content: In-depth study of topics such as the 
development of public finance systems, the role of the state in 
contemporary economic systems, the impact of globalization on 
public finance and economic legislation, particularly tax legislation. 

Public Finance 
and Tax 

Legislation 
(0302705) 
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General Content: Covers general rules and principles of 
international and national environmental law relevant to the chosen 
Subject-Specific Content. 
Subject-Specific Content: In-depth study of UAE legislation and 
policies on climate change mitigation, with emphasis on Federal 
Decree-Law No. 11 of 2024 on reducing climate impacts. Topics 
include objectives and scope of the law, mitigation and adaptation 
mechanisms, national carbon registry, carbon offset mechanisms, 
monitoring, reporting and verification systems, adaptation plans, and 
international cooperation. It also covers international environmental 
liability, major international agreements (UNFCCC 1992, Paris 
Agreement 2015), and the role of national and international judiciary 
in environmental protection. 

Environmental 
Law and Climate 

Change 
Mitigation 
(0302706) 
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